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When this ill-starred pontiff died, September
25, 1534, England, Denmark, Sweden, part
of Switzerland, one half of Germany, were in
revolt. To the interests of his family, to
the possession of Florence or Milan, he had
sacrificed the Church.

England was lost by Clement; but the
honour of religion was tardily saved. After
Lollard}?- sank into discredit, no heresies
troubled the nation. Henry VIII., as every
coin of the realm bears witness, wrote against
Luther, and in return was named Defender
of the Faith by Pope Leo. Wolsey made
himself Papal Vicar when Clement lay captiveJ
in St. Angelo. Then the King's " case of
conscience" and " great matter" was put
before him at Orvieto. He seemed willing
to go to any length in concession, if we may
believe the English envoys. But the Holy
See must be judged by its formal acts, and
during six years the Pope fenced, but did
nothing beyond permitting his legates, Wolsey
and Campeggio, to open their court in Eng-
land. Queen Katharine appealed to Rome,
Henry got his divorce from Cranmer in May,
1533, after marrying Anne Boleyn in January.
Cranmer's action signified that the King,
and not the Pope, had supreme spiritual